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My journey began when | was like 16 years

old. There was this trip to the UK arranged
by our school. At the time | wasn’t
thinking about how | am going to
communicate or what is going to happen
when | get there. | was just glad to get out
of school for a couple of days and have
some fun.

After arriving | was able to understand just
a couple of words. This didn’t bother me
much then. But when we got back home it
all started coming to me. It was a different
life in comparison to the one we live in our
country. | knew if | ever wanted to come
back, to any English speaking country
really, 1 needed to be way better at
English. That was the impulse | needed to
start taking English seriously. The most
important thing though, was finding the
best and the most efficient way to learn
English.

| already knew there was a big difference
between the English you are taught at
school and the one that is used in the real
life. Most students do well at tests but
that is unfortunately all. The active
participation and practice is missing.
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Moje cesta zacala, kdyz mi bylo okolo
16-ti let. Na nasi Skole se mi naskytla
pfileZitost zucastnit se wvyletu do UK.
V tu dobu jsem nepiemyslel, jak se
dorozumim nebo co se stane,
az tam dorazim. Tehdy mé tésilo, Ze na par
dni vypadnu ze Skoly a pobavim se.

Po pfijezdu do UK jsem rozumél pouze par
slovicek. Moc jsem se tim tehdy
nezaobiral. Ale po navratu domd mi vse
zatalo dochdazet. Byl to rozdilny Zivot
ve srovnani s tim, ktery Zijeme v nasi zemi.
Védél jsem, Zze pokud se nékdy chci vratit,
do jakékoli anglicky mluvici zemé&, musim
byt daleko lepSi v anglictiné. To byl ten
impulz, ktery jsem potfeboval, abych zaéal
brat angli¢tinu vaziné. Nejdllezitéjsi véc
byla pftijit na ten nejlepsi a nejefektivnéjsi
zpusob uceni.

Védél jsem uz tehdy, Ze je velky rozdil
mezi anglictinou, kterou nds uci ve Skole
a tou, ktera se pouziva v redlném Zivoté.
Vétsina studentl zvladne napsat anglické
testy, ale to je bohuzel vétSinou tak vse.
Chybi ten aktivni pristup a praxe.
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Basically, in the beginning | would just
spend countless hours in front of the pc
screen, watching soap operas. One of the
best was “How | Met Your Mother”. The
first episode was Greek to me. English
subtitles helped me to see what they
were saying and | started writing down
everything | did not understand.

The intensive repetition of my notes and
watching the same episodes over and over
again sure helped me the most. | started
seeing some changes really soon and
obviously, if you see results, you just keep
going. Then my graduation was up and |
chose English, which was a good choice.

| graduated from high school and wanted
to go to the university. Fortunately (from
today’s point of view) | didn’t pass my
entrance exams to the university and
needed to figure out what to do next. |
wanted to go to the language school but |
was convinced by my friend not to do that
and to come with him to the UK instead.
He said | would hear English for free and |
would experience something new. |
agreed to that and had two months before
leaving. | am a type of person who wants
to be prepared as possible for everything,
so | spent the two months at home
learning English.
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V podstaté jsem ze zacatku stravil
nespocet hodit pred obrazovkou pocitace
a dival se na televizni seridly.
Jeden z nejlepsich byl ,Jak jsem potkal vasi
matku”. Prvni dil byl pro mé vyloZené
»Spanélska vesnice”. Anglické titulky mi
pomohly ktomu, abych vidél, co fikaji
a také si psal vSe, co mi pfiSlo
nesrozumitelné.

Intenzivni  opakovani mych  zdpisku
a sledovani stejnych dili pofad dokola mi
pomohlo nejvice. Zacal jsem si vSimat
urcitych zmén opravdu brzy a samoziejmé,
pokud vidite vysledky, tak vtom
pokracujete. Nasledovala maturita a ja
si vybral Angli¢tinu, coZ byla dobra volba.

Odmaturoval jsem a bylo v planu jit na
univerzitu. Nastésti (z dnesniho pohledu)
jsem neobstdl u pfijimacich zkouSek
a tudiz jsem potieboval vymyslet, co dal.
Chtél jsem jit do jazykové skoly, ale byl
jsem presvédéen mym kamaradem,
abych to nedélal a Sel s nim do Anglie.
Rekl mi, Ze usly$im angli¢tinu zdarma
a zaZiji néco nového. Prikyvl jsem na to
a mél jsem 2 mésice do odjezdu. Jsem typ
Clovéka, ktery chce byt pro vsSechno
tak pfipraveny, jak jen mulze byt.
TakZze jsem stravil celé 2 mésice doma
a studoval anglictinu.
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| came to Scotland with a good knowledge
of English, but | wanted to improve even
more. It took me more than an hour to get
to the school. | used the hour for
repeating English vocabulary which i had
learnt the previous day. Everything at
school was taught in English, so i would
hear the czech just rarely and | used every
spare minute to extend my vocabulary or
grammar. During the commute back home
| usually listened to my mp3 player with
English podcasts such as ESL podcast
a great website for improving your English.
Then | would be on the internet till 10p.m,
where | would read or look up English
words.

And at 11 p.m my shift at a local student
bar would start. | started as a glass-
collector and worked my way up to the
bartender. This sometimes was a huge
challenge. It can be tough when you have
to take 6 orders at once or have a
conversation with customers in such a
noise. | would get home early in the
morning and if | had any energy left |
would go to school. It was an interesting
one-year challenge but i felt | needed a
change. So | finished my certificate in
Administration and IT and left.
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Do Skotska jsem pfijel s pomérné slusnou
znalosti anglického jazyka, ale chtél jsem
ho ddle zdokonalovat. Do Skoly to bylo

pfes hodinu cesty, kterou jsem vyuzival
k opakovani slovni zdsoby, kterou jsem
se naucil pfredesly den. Ve skole probihala
vyuka jen v anglictiné, takie tam jsem
cestinu slysel jen zfidka a kazdou volnou
chvili jsem wvyuzival k rozsiteni slovni
zasoby nebo gramatiky. Po Skole
nasledovala cesta domu, kde jsem
nejcastéji poslouchal mp3-ku s anglickymi
nahravkami jako je napf. ESL Podcast -
vyborna stranka na zdokonaleni anglictiny.
Pak do 10 p.m jsem opét byl na internetu,
kde jsem Cetl nebo si vyhledaval anglicka
slovicka.

A v 11 veder mi zacinala sména v mistnim
studentském baru. Zacinal jsem jako glass-
collector a wvypracoval jsem se na
barmana. Toto byla obcas velkda vyzva,
jelikoz pfijimat tfeba 6 objednavek naraz
nebo vést konverzaci se zakazniky
v takovém hluku bylo naroc¢né. K ranu
jsem prisel doml, a kdyZz zbyla sila tak
jsem Sel do Skoly. Byla to zajimava rocni
vyzva, ale uz jsem citil, Ze potrebuji
zménu. TakZe jsem si dodélal rocni
certifikdt z Administrativy a IT a odjel.
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The plan was to come back to the CR and
leave for Canary Islands in next couple of
days and try to find a job and learn
Spanish. After a few weeks of being in
Tenerife | came to realize that | did not
want to start learning Spanish, especially
when | can still improve my English. So |
came back and was sure of what | wanted.

In the CR | wanted to put into use what |
had learnt in the previous years. | started
giving lessons in English to those who
were struggling with it. It was very
satisfying and furthermore | was making a
living with what | had learnt on my own. |
also obtained Cambridge certificate on
level B2. Some time went by and | missed

the different environment.

This time | decided to fly to Canada. This
was probably the best experience | ever
had. | was making a point to cut off Czech
people and hear Czech language as little as
| could. | was there because of English and
new experiences.
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Plan byl vratit se do CR a za pdr dni odletét
na Kanarské ostrovy, zkusit si najit praci
a naucit se Spanélsky. Po par tydnech
pobytu na Tenerife jsem si ale uvédomil,
e se nechci zaéinat uéit Spanélsky, kdyz
jeSté mam co zlepsovat na Anglictiné.
Takze jsem se vratil a byl jsem presvédcéen
o tom, co chci.

V CR jsem chtél uplatnit, co jsem se naudil
v predeslych letech. Zacal jsem vyucovat
angli¢tinu tém, ktefi s ni bojovali. Bylo to
velmi uspokojivé a navic jsem si vydélaval
tim, co jsem se sdm naucil. Také jsem
ziskal Cambridge certifikat urovné B2.
Ubéhl néjaky c¢as a chybélo mi cizi
prostredi.

odletét
do Kanady. To pro mé byla asi nejlepsi

Tentokrat jsem se rozhodl
zkusenost, kterou jsem mél. Zakladal jsem
si na tom, abych se stykal s Cechy a sly3el
ceStinu, co nejméné to jen puljde.
Byl jsem tam kv(li angli¢tiné a novym
zazitkam.
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So | was living with 5 Canadian guys and at

my work there were all foreign guys, so
you could say that only czech i heard was
on Skype with my family. The fact that |
cut myself off the Czech | contribute to
my improvement in English. It is indeed
very important to cut off your native
language and just hearing the language
you are learning. Even though | spent most
of the time at work and commuting, | was
able to make the most of every situation
every time. If | wasn’t chatting with my co-
workers at work, | had my earphones
plugged in, like the most of my life,
listening to recordings in English. Most of
the time it was a personal-development
type of recordings. | would go to the gym
with my roommate after work often which
was great for making a conversation as
well. And mostly what really helps your
English is if some problem occurs and you
have to deal with it.

| came back to the CR again because I did
not want to waste my talent and work
somewhere where | did not enjoy it.
Because every day when vyou do
something what is not fulfilling you are
slowly killing small parts inside of you.
That is why | want to help to those who
are serious about English and view it as
worthwhile but need help with it.
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Takze jsem bydlel s péti Kanadany
a v praci byly téZ sami cizinci, takze dalo
by se fict, Ze jedinou &estinu, kterou jsem
slySel, bylo na Skypu s rodi¢i. Tomu,
Ze jsem se distancoval od cestiny
pfiddvdm nejvice zasluh k mému
zdokonaleni v angli¢tiné. Je to opravdu
velmi dulezité, odfiznout cestinu a slysSet
jen ten jazyk, ktery se ucite. | kdyz jsem
stravil vétSinu ¢asu v praci a dojizdénim
do prdce, pokaidé jsem byl schopen
vytéZit ze situace co nejvice. V prdci,
kdyz jsem se nebavil s kolegy, tak jsem mél
sluchatka v usich, jako vétSinu mého Zivota
a poslouchal jsem nahravky v anglictiné.
Nejcastéji typu osobniho  rozvoje.
Se spolubydlicim jsme ¢asto chodili cviéit
po praci, coz bylo téz vyborné
na konverzaci. A nejvice na anglictinu
pomaha, kdyZz se naskytne néjaky
problém, ktery musite resit.

Opét jsem se vratil zpét do Cech,
protoZze uZ jsem nechtél plytvat svym
talentem a pracovat nékde, kde mé to
nebavi. ProtoZe kazdy den kdyz nedélate,
co vas napliiuje nebo nevyuzivate svij
talent, pomalu zabijite kousi¢ky sebe
sama. Proto chci pomahat tém, ktefi
to mysli s angli¢tinou vazné, vidi v ni smysl,
jen v ni potfebuji trosku nakopnout.
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I e Nakopnu vasi anglictinu

Nakopnu vasi qnglicvzhmu. Od mirne pokrocilych d vgé.

Newyucyji podle osnov Udke se vedi, kkeré wyuzijete
Casovg flexibilia Nic neriskujete
vgborng cena X kvdlikq Posunete svou anglickinu na wyssi Groven

ZaslouZite si vyuku anglického jazyka,
ktera vas opravdu posune.

CO DOSTANETE ZA

No bulls'it.

oneéné se naucite angliétinu pouzivat

ledky

Let's make your English work >

Rozhodnuti je jen na Vas.
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